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Paul . . . thanked God, and took courage.—Acts, XXVillL, 15h.
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Air Forece Academy

EFENSE SECRETARY FORREST\L

given his enthusiastic approval to a proposal

has

that an Air Force Academy. similar in scope and
standards to the historic Military and Naval \cad-
emies at West Point and Annapolis. he established
as an essential part of the national defense system.

This gives impetuz to a project which the
Hearst Newspapers originally sponsored  many
years ago as an important instrument of national
defense. and which they now believe more than ever
is indispensable to the security and the peace of

the country.

The Air Force of the United States has now
been established as an independent branch of the

armed forces of the country,

It <hould now be treated in all respects as a ma-
ture and major security establishment, which it <o
cffectively proved itself to be in the last war and
which it will unquestionably be in any future war.

For much too long a time. the Air Force was
relegated o an inferior and subordinate position

among our national defense establishments, and was

not regarded by the older services with either re-

speet or understanding.

The national experience in the last war, when
the \ir Force was an integral and indispensable
factor in the ultimate victory. changed that attitude

in some wavs, but not all.

The continuing obstructions placed in the way
of the proposed National Air Force Academy offer
convineing illustration of one of the antagonistie
attitudes concerning military aviation which has
not been changed. and which should be changed in

the special and vital interest of national safety.

\ great training institution for the Air Force.
of the high character and dignity and prestige of
West Point and Annapolis, has become one of the
urgent requirements of the independent aeronauti-
cal service. and it should be established without de-
lay—for there has already been too much delay in
this vital matter for the good of the country.

Any further delay will amount to dereliction.

It should be established in the most advanta-

geous area of the United States, with all factors of

climate, space, lnpugraphy and comb ning
facilities being duly considered.

It should be established somewhere in the great
and vast Western area of the United States. prefer.
ably in California or Texas w here every conceivable
condition of modern aerial warfare can be given
clinical study.

There is such a vast expanse of land and -ky
and sca. of mountains and desert, of climatie
range and technical and tactical challenge, that air
fighters trained in such an atmosphere would he
without peer in the world.

The United States would thus gain the degrec
of air supremacy in the world which would assure
us of victory in any war and in all probability make
all war unnecessary and avoidable,

The authorization of a National \ir Force
Academy, as Secretary Forrestal now urges and as
the Hearst Newspapers have so long advocated,
should be one of the first acts of the new Congress.

Tt will reflect great credit upon the Congress
and be an impnr.lam factor in assuring the peace

and security and happiness of the country.




